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November 2024
Blackbird Leys Parish Council is creating a Neighbourhood Plan to help shape our community's future. In July 2024, the Council unanimously agreed to proceed with this important work.
The Parish Council has followed a thorough and proper process in selecting professional support. We first identified the need for specialist expertise and evaluated previous successful work in our parish. We considered experience with similar parish councils and reviewed grant funding requirements to ensure value for money.
As part of our due diligence, we sought recommendations at the Neighbourhood Planning Forum and approached multiple potential providers. We also consulted the Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils (OALC) for guidance. This process complies fully with our Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Locality grant requirements and public accountability requirements.
The selected proposal demonstrates value through competitive day rates within Locality grant parameters. It offers a clear delivery timeline, proven track record and understanding of our local context, with a structured approach aligned to available funding.
Our approach has been validated by OALC, who confirm the specialist nature of Neighbourhood Planning and the appropriateness of our procurement process. They have supported our consideration of existing successful working relationships and confirmed our value for money assessment as appropriate.
The Council will proceed with the formal appointment at our November meeting. This will include clear documentation, proper authorisation and regular reporting to ensure public accountability.
We are committed to transparency and welcome enquiries from residents about the Neighbourhood Plan project. These can be directed to our Parish Clerk at clerk@blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 
The Parish Council looks forward to working with our community to develop a Neighbourhood Plan that reflects local needs and aspirations.
