Blackbird Leys Parish Council
Explanation of Internal Audit Findings — Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
For Full Council Meeting — 30 June 2026
1. Exercise of Public Rights (IA Finding M)
The internal auditor found that the public rights period for the 2024/25 accounts, published as 1 July to 8 August 2025, fell one working day short of the statutory 30 working day requirement; the period should have ended on 11 August 2025. This arose from an error in calculating the 30 working days when the dates were originally set. The Council has reviewed the process for setting this period, and the period for the 2025/26 accounts has been calculated and verified as exactly 30 working days, commencing 1 July 2026 and ending 11 August 2026, with no bank holidays falling within the window. The Council notes the finding as recorded and confirms the calculation method has been corrected going forward.
2. AGAR Publication Requirements for 2024/25 (IA Finding N)
The internal auditor found that the Council had not complied with the publication requirements for the 2024/25 AGAR, specifically that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit was not available on the Council website at the time of the audit. On review, I identified the root cause as my own misunderstanding: I had been treating publication of Section 3 (External Auditor Report and Certificate), received from the external auditor, as fulfilling the Notice of Conclusion requirement, when these are in fact two separate publication obligations under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015. I have corrected this distinction in my process going forward. The Notice of Conclusion of Audit for 2023/24 and 2024/25 has now been published on the Council website, and I am clear that this is a separate, standalone notice. Going forward, publication of the Notice of Conclusion will form part of the same step in my process as uploading Section 3 to the website once it has been received from the external auditor, circulated to councillors, and noted by the Council.Prepared by: Emma Kearney, Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
3. Section 1, Assertion 4 — Exercise of Electors’ Rights (Response: No)
The Council has answered ‘No’ to Assertion 4 of the Annual Governance Statement (“We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations”). This reflects the same underlying issue identified as IA Finding M above: the period for the exercise of public rights in respect of the 2024/25 accounts, which fell during the 2025/26 financial year, was calculated and published as 1 July to 8 August 2025 — one working day short of the statutory 30 working day requirement. Electors’ rights were not, therefore, properly called for the full period required during the year under review. The Council has corrected its process for calculating this period, and the 2025/26 public rights period has been verified as exactly 30 working days, commencing 1 July 2026 and ending 11 August 2026.
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