Blackbird Leys Parish Council
Full Council Meeting – 28 April 2026
Report to Councillors

Item 7.3 – Neighbourhood Working Group
At its most recent meeting, the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group agreed unanimously to approve a series of recommendations put forward by the Clerk. Full Council is now asked to formally ratify those recommendations, which are as follows:
1. To appoint a qualified planning consultant and seek quotes for Full Council approval.
1. To pause all community data collection pending a GDPR compliance review.
1. To evaluate Stage 1 of the Neighbourhood Plan before Stage 2 commences.
1. To address the Clerk’s resourcing concerns in relation to the appointment process.
1. To pause all Working Group meetings until further notice.
Item 8 – 600 Bus Route: OCC Consultation Response
In March 2026, Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) wrote to parish clerks, parish transport representatives and county councillors to advise that a number of financially supported bus services are under review ahead of new contracts commencing on 30 August 2026. OCC invited comments and suggestions from communities served by the routes under review, with an original deadline of 20 April 2026.
Clarification Sought by the Clerk
The original consultation document indicated that Blackbird Leys was served by at least one of the routes under review, and listed both the 600 and 700 routes as potentially relevant to the parish. As it was not clear from the documentation alone which section of each route was contracted and which was commercial, the Clerk wrote to OCC Public Transport Planner Ed Webster to seek written clarification.
Ed Webster replied on 2 April 2026 confirming the following:
1. The 700 route south of Churchill Hospital, including the section serving Blackbird Leys, operates as a commercial service and is not part of this consultation.
1. The removal of stops on Pegasus Road and Knights Road is a commercial decision made by Oxford Bus Company and is not subject to OCC’s contracted services review. Residents who wish to raise concerns about those stops should write directly to Oxford Bus Company.
1. The relevant contracted route for Blackbird Leys is therefore the 600.
As Ed Webster’s response was received on 2 April – after the March Full Council meeting – the Clerk has since written to OCC requesting an extension to the deadline so that the Council can consider and agree a formal response at the 28 April Full Council meeting. A reply to that request is awaited.
What the Consultation is Asking
OCC is reviewing the route 600 contract ahead of tendering for new services from 30 August 2026. The contracted section of the route runs between Redbridge Park & Ride and Thornhill Park & Ride, operating half-hourly Monday to Saturday and hourly on Sundays. It is now the only bus service on Grenoble Road between the Kassam Stadium and Watlington Road, following the withdrawal of Service A in February 2025. Key stops include Littlemore (Kassam Stadium) and Watlington Road Lidl, and usage of the route has been growing steadily.
OCC is inviting comments and suggestions from local communities on the service. In particular, responses would be welcomed on hours of operation and how the timetable serves shift change times at local hospitals. This is an opportunity for the Council and residents to make their views known before new contracts are agreed.
Residents who wish to make their own representations to OCC can do so by emailing public.transport@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
Councillors are asked to consider and agree a response on behalf of the Council, and to authorise the Clerk to submit it to OCC following the meeting.
Item 10.2 – Afrobeats Grant
The Council has received a grant application from Oxford Afrobeats Festival requesting a contribution toward the hire of toilet facilities for a community event to be held in The Leys. The BBL Small Grant Scheme allows awards of between £100 and £500. Councillors are asked to consider a contribution of up to £500 toward this cost under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, which allows a parish council to incur expenditure for the direct benefit of its area or inhabitants where no other specific statutory power applies.
Prepared by the Parish Clerk – 23 April 2026
